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Abstract

Planetary Nebulae provide an important laboratory in which to study the products of
common envelope evolution. Close binary central stars inside of planetary nebulae are nec-
essarily the result of such evolution. In addition, because the ejected envelope (the planetary
nebula) is still visible, we know that the central binary has only recently emerged from the
common envelope. Subsequently the two stars have typically not had time to be altered by
mass transfer, orbital evolution (via mass transfer or magnetic braking), or additional mass
loss (e.g., via winds). We present the currently known sample of binary central stars, focus-
ing on three aspects of the sample: alignment of the central binaries with the surrounding
nebula, double degenerate central binaries, and cases of post-RGB evolution.
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